Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.069; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.3.
In the polymeric title complex, [CdCl 2 (C 12 H 13 N 5 )] n , the Cd II atom is five-coordinated by two N atoms from two bridging 1-[(2-ethyl-1H-imidazol-1-yl)methyl]-1H-benzotriazole (bmei) ligands, two bridging Cl atoms and one terminal Cl atom in a distorted trigonal-bipyramidal geometry. The Cd II atoms are connected alternately by the Cl atoms and bmei ligands, leading to a zigzag chain extending parallel to [011] . -interactions, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.3016 (3) Å , help to stabilize the crystal packing. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [CdCl 2 (C 12 catena-Poly [[chloridocadmium(II) 
X. Wang, X.-J. Shi, H.-X. Yang, H. Feng and P. Liu
Comment
In coordination and supramolecular chemistry many symmetric imidazole and benzotriazole ligands have been applied (Li et al., 2011; Hu et al., 2009) . However, studies involving asymmetric imidazole and benzotriazole ligands are rather rare (Meng et al., 2009; Huang et al., 2006) . We were thus engaged in the synthesis of asymmetric N-heterocyclic ligands and (Fig. 2) . The distance between two Cd atoms bridged by the bmei ligand is 9.0727 (12) Å. In addition, the benzotriazole rings between adjacent chains are stacked in a face-to-face orientation with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.3016 (3) Å, so the crystal structure involves also π-π interactions.
Experimental
The ligand 1-[(1H-benzotriazol-1-yl)methyl]-1H-1,3-(2-ethyl-imidazol) (0.04 mmol, 0.0096 g) in methanol (6 ml) was added dropwise to a methanol solution (5 ml) of CdCl 2 (0.04 mmol, 0.0074 g) in methanol. The resulting solution was allowed to stand at room temperature. After one week good quality colourless crystals were obtained and dried in air.
Refinement
H atoms were placed geometrically and refined as riding atoms with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
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